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What Kind of Pig Are You
Anyway!?

Building a Foundation That Can Withstand the "Huffs" and "Puffs" of Teenage Life

Introduction: Like the lesson presented in the popular children's tale "The Three Little Pigs," teens need to
base their lives on a stable and solid foundation that can withstand the storms of adolescence. Often,
young people will build their identities and lives upon less than reliable sources, such as wealth, the group
with whom they are associated, their looks, romantic relationships, and their achievements. Jesus and his
words of life are the true foundation and cornerstone for living. It is only when we are truly rooted in him
that we can both withstand the torrents of this life, and stand confident in the next life.

Basic Theme: Faith in Christ; Making Christ our foundation for living.

Theme Passage: Matthew 7:24-27

"Anyone who hears my words and puts them into practice is like the wise man who built his house on
rock. When the rainy season set in, the torrents came and the winds blew and buffeted his house. It did
not collapse; it had been solidly set on rock. Anyone who hears my words but does not put them into
practice is like the foolish man who built his house on sandy ground. The rains fell, the torrents came, and
the winds blew and lashed against his house. It collapsed under all this and was completely ruined."

Meeting Objectives:
1. To identify and understand common faulty foundations on which we base our lives.
2. To value Jesus and obedience to his word and will as the most reliable foundation for living.
3. To invite or re-invite Jesus to be the foundation of our lives by living by "R.O.C.K."

Additional Related Scriptures:
1 Timothy 6:17-19 Matthew 6:19-21 1 Peter 2:6-7
Jeremiah 9:22-23 Jeremiah 16:5-8

Music Resources:
My Foundation Performed by Geoff Moore and the Distance.

From the CD Foundations, Forefront Records

Upon This Rock Performed by The Newsboys
From the CD Not Ashamed, Star Song, 1992

You're My Rock Performed by Becca Jackson
From the CD It’ll Sneak Up On You, Word Records, 1997

My One Thing Performed by Rich Mullins
From the CD Never Picture Perfect, Reunion Records, 1989
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Meeting Agenda:
Format Element      Activity             Time Allotment

Pre-Meeting Hospitality Decorate Meeting Room I hour (prior to start)
Team Prayer     15 min. (prior to start)
Greet Participants        10 min. prior to start

Welcome  Introduction         05 min.
Opening Prayer       05 min.
Brick Mixer          10 min.

Warm-Up Human Foundation Game 10 min.
Stability 10 min.

Message  Three Little Pigs Melodrama  10 min.
One Bad Day Skit     15 min.
Foundation Witness   05 min.
Discussion           10 min.
Talk: Founded on the Rock 15 min.

Closure Invitation Prayer/Rock Gift 10 min.

Post-Meeting Follow Up Refreshments 15 min.

Detailed Meeting Agenda

Pre-Meeting HospitalityPre-Meeting Hospitality

Room Decorations (completed before meeting)

The meeting room should be decorated in a manner that reinforces the theme of building upon a solid
foundation. Here are some possibilities:

1. A painted backdrop of a brick foundation.
2. Stacked cinder blocks representing a solid foundation.
3. Posters or a backdrop of the Three Little Pigs and their homes.
4. Building blueprints.
5. Pictures or drawings of excavating equipment digging foundations.
6. Three large appliance boxes decorated to look like the houses of the "three little pigs"  (1. Straw. 2. 

Sticks 3. Bricks).
7. Theme-related PowerPoint slides projected from a LCD projector. Slides might include pictures of

building foundations, storm-damaged property, the scripture theme (Mathew 7:24-27), excavating        
equipment, the three little pigs, tall buildings,  large rocks or mountains, etc.

8. Large rock (real, or made out of paper mache) with painted words saying, "Jesus the Rock."
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TTeam Prayer eam Prayer (15 min.)

Gather your ministry team together in order to get centered in prayer prior to the meeting.
Begin by reading and reflecting on 1 Thessalonians 1:5:

"Our preaching of the gospel proved not a mere matter of words for you but one of power; it was carried
on in the Holy Spirit and out of complete conviction."

Pray for each activity and for the people involved, both the ministers and participants. Ask the Holy Spirit
to bring to life each element of the evening and to draw people to Christ, making him their foundation for
life.

Greeting Greeting (begin 10 min. prior to start time)

Position both adult and teen leaders by the entrance doors. Enthusiastically greet students as they arrive.
Build an evangelistic climate from the moment teens arrive by creating a warm and friendly environment.
Make sure that no one is standing alone. Consider placing nametags on a registration table that are deco-
rated with a brick background. If you have a computer and printer nearby, consider printing nametags on
a font that visually depicts the foundation theme.

Welcome

WWelcome and Introductlon elcome and Introductlon (5 min.)

Begin the meeting by enthusiastically welcoming those gathered. Make a special mention to welcome to
any newcomers. Briefly introduce the theme of the evening.

Example:

" Hello! My name is (state vour name), and I want to welcome you to (the name of vour program). Thank
you for joining us this evening. I especially want to welcome any of you who are here for the first time. We
are thrilled that you have joined us.  This evening's meeting is called: 'What Kind of Pig Are You,
Anyway!?' We are going to look at how we can build the kind of foundation that can withstand the huffs
and puffs of teenage life."

Opening PrayerOpening Prayer (5 mln.)

Begin with a simple prayer that both invites God's presence and ties in the theme.

Example:

"Lord, we invite you to be present in all we do this evening. May your Holy Spirit speak to our hearts and
help us identify those things that fail to anchor us during the storms of life. May you be our rock and foun-
dation. Amen"



©  2000 Cultivation Ministries20

Brick MixeBrick Mixer      (10 min.)

Object of the Mixer: To be the first person to have each brick in their foundation signed by another 
person.  This "Bingo" type game will provide the opportunity for participants to 
get to meet and learn more about each other.

Mixer Logistics Copy enough "Brink Mixer sheets for each participant.
Provide one pencil for each participant.

How to play:
1. Pass out a copy of the Brick Mixer and a pencil to each participant.
2. The first person to have each of their brick descriptions signed by others wins the game.
3. Participants may only sign one description per sheet.
4. A brick box can only be signed by a person for whom the description applies.
5. Participants cannot sign their own card.
6. Sign the brick legibly using first and last names.
7. Once all the bricks in a foundation are signed, come up front with the sheet.
8. Once a winner is declared, go through the different descriptions and names on the winning sheet (for      

example have the person who is not afraid to sing in front of the group sing a song).

Warm Up
Human Foundation GameHuman Foundation Game (10 mln.)

Object of the Game:     To be the first team to cross the finish line while positioned in a crawling 
6-person pyramid.

Game Logistics: At least two teams of 6 people
1 helper for each team
A meeting space at least 25 feet in length (or suitable outdoor area)

How to play:
1. Each team chooses 6 players to form a human pyramid, (3 sturdy people on their hands and knees on    

the bottom, 2 lighter people on hands and knees in the middle, and your lightest (or bravest!) person 
on top).

2. Establish a starting point and finish line. It is recommended that the distance between the two be 
approximately 25 feet in length. Use masking tape (or something similar) to designate these lines.

3. Gather the 6 pyramid builders from each team and bring them to the starting point. Ask them to assem-
ble their pyramid by getting down on their hands and knees. They will be crawling as a team in this 
position, so make sure that no one is physically stressed or uncomfortable.

4. Assign a helper to each group. The helper will walk alongside the group during the race. He or she is 
allowed to assist a person who is falling (and help them back up), but cannot touch the pyramid other
wise.

5. Indicate the beginning of the game and have each team crawl toward the finish line. If one of the 
players falls off the pyramid, the team must stop where they are and reassemble.

6. The first team to cross the finish line intact is the winner.
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Stablllty Stablllty (10 Min.)

Object of the Game: To successfully remove individual building blocks, one by one, from a large
block structure, without causing the rest of the blocks to topple.

Advance Preparation:
1. Obtain enough same-size rectangular-shaped cardboard boxes or "blocks" to build a tower. The length 

of the box must equal 3 times the block width. For instance, if the block is three feet long, it should be 
one foot wide. (Like children's cardboard building blocks or baseball card boxes.). You could also cut 
two-by-fours into 10.5 inch blocks.

2. Stack a tower of cardboard blocks in layers of three. Alternate each row by laying the bricks vertically   
and then horizontally (so they are criss-crossed). Stack them from 4 to 7 feet tall, depending on the 
number of players.

3. A watch, stopwatch or egg timer.
4. Fun music, such as a drum roll, circus, adventure-movie music.
5. Tape or CD player (to play fun music in the background).
6. Designate a Commentator to get the audience cheering for their team, offer verbal affirmation, and 

amusing commentary during the game.

Game Logistics:
• Set aside a centralized area in your meeting space which will accommodate the structure.

• Begin building your block structure by placing three blocks horizontally face down on the floor next to
each other. Continue by placing the next three blocks (face down) at 90-degree angles across the first
layer (so that they are criss-crossed). Alternate layers in this fashion until your block structure is complete.
Your structure should be anywhere from four to seven feet tall based on the number of players (more
players—taller structure.) Smaller structures can be placed on a table for better audience viewing.

How to Play:
1. Establish at least 3 teams with at least one person on each team.
2. Roll the dice to see which team goes first. The team rolling the highest number gets the first turn, next
highest number the second turn, and so on.
3. At "Go" one representative from the first team runs to the "block" structure and has 20 seconds to
remove one block without causing the structure to fall. If the structure remains intact, the representative
takes the block back to his team. If the representative fails to complete his/her turn within 20 seconds,
their team is disqualified from the game.
4. Representatives may tap the blocks in the structure to determine which ones seem loose enough to
remove. The representative may not use any part of his/her body to support the structure while pulling out
his/her block or keep it from toppling.
5. Play continues with one representative from each team doing the same. Only one person is allowed at
the block structure at any given time.
6. Play is over when the structure topples. The team causing the structure to topple automatically loses
the game with all points deducted.
7. The other teams are awarded 100 points for each "block" they retrieved, and the team with the most
points wins the game.
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Message
Three Little Pigs Melodrama        (10 min.)

Choose six participants to spontaneously play the following characters in this melodrama. Choose stu-
dents that are expressive and extroverted. The narrator should be chosen ahead of time and prepared to
read the script in a lively manner, with appropriate pausing for action. The director should help position
and prompt the actors in their roles. The actors should be told to enthusiastically play out their parts as
indicated by the narrator.

Characters:
Director (Should be chosen ahead of time) Narrator (Should be chosen ahead of time)
Mamma Pig Real Estate Salesman
Little Pig I Little Pig 2
Little Pig 3 The Big Bad Wolf

Story Script

Once upon a time in a land far, far away, there were three little pigs who began to grow hair on their chin-
ny chin chins, and therefore, were declared of age. They were about to leave the comfort of their home
and their mother's watchful eye to enter the big city. This was a sorrowful day for Mamma pig, who
lamented the sight of her sons, ready to venture from the security of her safe dwelling. She affectionately
squeezed the snouts of her three little piggies (as was her particular custom). As they skipped away, she
sobbed and wailed uncontrollably.

After traveling for some time, the three little pigs found three plots of land in a row that were for sale.
They were so ecstatic about their fortunate find that they began to hop up and down hugging each other.
They immediately found the Realtor who was selling the land and squealed in a harmonic chorus, "We
want it! We want it! We want it!"

" Well," said the man, as he sinisterly smirked and then slicked back his greasy hair, "the land is yours for
only the microscopic amount of... a couple million bucks!" The little pigs' eyes bulged out of their sockets
and their mouths gaped opened in astonishment.

They hung their heads in unison and began to slowly and sadly trudge down the road in despair.

"Wait!" The salesman exclaimed, "I was just joking! HA! HA! HA! The land is yours for only 500 dollars!"
Relieved, the three little pigs again hopped up and down hugging each other in celebration. The real
estate salesman became exhilarated at the sight of the deliriously delighted piggies and joined them in
their festivity. The three little pigs handed over their money, and each claimed a plot of land on which to
build his house. The first little pig claimed the first plot of land, the second claimed the second, and the
third claimed the third.

The first little pig preferred immediate gratification. He did not want to be bothered with the complexities of
building a solid house. He gathered small pieces of straw and quickly built a large and flimsy (but very
comfy) hut. Since he finished before his brothers, he took out a lawn chair, relaxed in the sun, sipped
lemonade, and worked on a tan.
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The second little pig spent a slightly greater amount of time on his house. He, also, was not thinking too
much about the stability of his building materials. He scraped together a pile of somewhat sturdy sticks
and began to build a somewhat sturdy structure. When he finished, he got out his boom box and played
his favorite disco CD's. He then invited some of the coolest pigs over and he danced the night away.

The third little pig was the worker in the family. He thought long and hard about his house. Afterwards, he
bought cement mix at the town store, mixed it with water, and churned it until his muscles were sore and
almost all of his strength was gone. The sun beat down on his forehead and he wiped the sweat from his
brow and armpits. He began to build the house, laying one brick at a time. He worked all through the hot
afternoon. The sun set and he kept working. The stars came out and he was still working. Finally, he fin-
ished and went inside, and fell fast a sleep. How wonderful it was for each little pig to sleep soundly in his
own home. Their snoring could be heard throughout the land.

While the pigs dreamt, the big bad wolf confidently sauntered his way up the road toward their houses.
When he reached the first little pig's hut he licked his lips, and shamelessly salivated. He howled in a
deep and deafening voice, "Little pig, little pig, let me in ! "

Startled by the voice, the first little pig's bladder gave out as he jumped out of his bed. He peered
through the peephole of his door and quaked in terror. When he saw that it was the wolf, he was fright-
ened but determined to protect himself. He mustered all his strength and feebly uttered, "Not by the hair
of my chinny, chin, chin."

The wolf was angered now and he threatened, "Fine! Then I'll huff, and I'll puff, and I'll blow your house in
! " And that's exactly what he did. The house went crumbling to the ground while the little pig just stood
there frozen in panic. Only when the wolf licked his lips and began to charge his delicious prey, did the
sniveling little pig begin to move. The wolf chased him all over his plot of land in zigs and zags and
squares and circles. Before long, the little pig decided to seek shelter in his brother's house of sticks. He
swung open the door of the second pig's house, slammed it, locked it, and joined his brother, shivering
under the bed covers.

The sound of all this chaos awakened the second little pig just in time for him to hear the wolf say, "Little
pigs, little pigs, let me in!" Figuring that this house that was made of somewhat sturdy sticks that could
withstand the wolf's huffs and puffs, they replied with naive confidence, "Not by the hair of our chinny,
chin, chin!"

The nefarious wolf now seethed with fury. "Fine, then, I'll huff, and I'll puff, and I'll blow your house in!", he
savagely snarled. The two little pigs stood confidently in the house, with their arms defiantly folded, cock-
sure that the wolf wouldn't be able to blow it down.

Unfortunately, sticks are only sticks, and the house was much too flimsy to save the pigs. It, too, went
crashing to the ground. The wolf chased the two little pigs around their property in zigs and zags and
squares and circles. Before long, they ran to the third little pig's door. A responsible pig, he had installed a
lock in his door and was careful to lock it before he went to bed. With the wolf close behind them, the two
little pigs pounded desperately on the door. Just as the wolf was about to sink his long, sharp claws into
their backs, the third little pig scooped them through the door and locked it tightly behind them. There was
a loud thud as the wolf's body crashed into the door.
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By now the wolf was emotionally raging and ravenously hungry. "Little pigs, little pigs, let me in!" he thun-
dered. The little pigs were completely confident that this house would be able to withstand a tornado, let
alone a weak and weary wolf. "Not by the hair of our chinny, chin, chin!" they gleefully squealed.

"Haven't you had enough?", the wolf roared. "Fine, then I'll huff, and I'll puff, and I'll blow you're house in
!" The wolf took in a huge gulp of air and blew at the brick house. It didn't budge. He tried again, this time
sucking in so much air that he let out the loudest, most gross belch in the history of civilization. He
thought his lungs were going to burst, but he blew out a brutal gust of hot air. However, the house stood
strong. The three little pigs frolicked in euphoria! They exuberantly danced in their formidable fortress as
the woeful wolf slumped away licked and famished. He knew that the house the third little pig had built
would never crumble, no matter how many times, and how strongly he huffed and puffed. The wolf walked
away. And, the three little pigs lived happily ever after in the house with the solid foundation.

One Bad Day Skit Sketches  One Bad Day Skit Sketches  (15 min.)

Introduction:  Society's values are often very different from those of the gospel. The following skit is a 
series of three separate sketches that illustrate the vulnerabilities of basing our self worth, 
identities, or purpose for living on common, faulty foundations such as our money and 
possessions, our looks and body, and the status of those with whom we are friends.

Main Point:   The worldly things we often value and even set as the foundation for our personal worth 
and importance could disappear at any moment.

Characters:  Sketch #1
Rich:         stereotypical "rich kid"; Rich has based his identity, self worth, and reason for 

living on his material wealth.
Dad:          Rich's dad; his business is playing the stock market.
Props:        None

Sketch #2
Jenny:        high school student who suffers from self-absorption; she bases her self-worth 

on the way she looks.
Mom:          Jenny's mom; encourages Jenny's vanity
Jeff:         a boy  in Jenny's class who is curious and fascinated with dermatology.
Teacher:      Jenny  and Jeff's biology  teacher.

Props: two chairs
(Below are optional)
Handheld mirror Tube of concealer
Chalk or dry erase board

Characters:    Sketch #3
Tim:         High school boy; values his self-worth on popularity
Jim:         Tim's best friend; the most popular person in school
Amy:         Popular girl that Tim likes
Narrator:    Reads the closing scripture passage.
Props: Bed or table depicting a bed
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One Bad Day
Sketch #1: Money & Possessions

Rich:  (to audience)
Well what can I say, I'm definitely the coolest, and may I humbly add, the richest person in my 
school. My name, "Rich", says it all. I mean, I am exclusively outfitted in Abercrombie & Fitch, 
and I drive a brand new Corvette that the girls just go nuts over. I have everything a guy could 
want and more. For example, last week I asked my dad for an in-ground pool with a diving 
board. So guess what he got me? An in-ground pool with a diving board AND a waterslide AND
a high dive. Good thing my dad's such a great investor; when it comes to buying the right 
stocks - he's the man !
(Dad walks in with a very distraught look on his face).

Dad:        Rich, I have some bad news..ah..how do I say this..?

Rich:       What? What's wrong, Dad? Was your Wall Street Journal delivered late again?

Dad:        Son, I am afraid it's much worse than that. We've been so well off because I've played the 
market so well. I had a hunch, like I did years ago with that little software company, Microsoft. I 
did the research like I did years ago when I bought a thousand shares of that little hamburger 
joint, McDonald's. I trusted my instincts, Rich, and invested everything in what I thought was to 
be the next multi-millionaire-making enterprise. But the market is unpredictable, son. Atari com
puters just took a terrible plunge who would've ever thought? We're bankrupt.

Rich:        What are you saying Dad?

Dad:        We're going to have to sell the house and your car. Now, I know this is a shock to you-- it was 
to me too. We're just going to have to tough it out.

Rich:        But..the pool..! My Corvette..! And the girls that go nuts over it..!

Dad: I know son.  I didn’t say it would be easy, but we can do it.  In fact I’ve been looking for a new 
place to live and I think you'll like what I've found. In fact, it's sitting in the driveway as we speak.

Rich:         What is sitting in the driveway?

Dad:        (Excitedly) Oh, you're going to love it, Richy. It's our new trailer, of course! Kind of exciting, isn't 
it, son!

Rich:        (moaning despairingly,) Nothing's left, and soon all my friends will be gone, just like all our 
money.. My life is over! What's that in my shoes! (leans down and takes a shoe off) Sand, 
how'd that get in there?"

Lights dim
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Sketch #2: Looks & Appearance

(Jenny is getting ready for school, putting on make-up in the mirror and engaging in positive and some-
what conceited - self talk)

Jenny:      Wow Jenny, you sure are looking HOT today! In fact, you are beyond hot, you sizzle, woman—
you're the original Cover Girl poster child.
(all of a sudden Jenny spots a small blemish on her nose)

Jenny:      Mom! Mom! Mom! (is absolutely hysterical)

Mom:        (running on stage) What's wrong, honey? Are you all right?

Jenny:      No, I am NOT all right. Just look at my nose!

Mom:        Dear, it's just a little pimple. You will be fine. Here's some concealer. (hands Jenny concealer)

Jenny:      Thanks mom, you're a life saver. You and Clearasil, that is. (holds up the concealer)

(Both laugh in a ditsy manner)

(Jenny puts on backpack and heads to school, walking in place, waving and posing for friends. At
the same time, Mom walks backwards in sliding motions, giving the illusion that Jenny has 
"walked" to school.)

(Jeff enters stage with 2 chairs; he and Jenny sit down in the classroom set-up. At the same time,
teacher wheels a dry board on stage and begins writing "Biology Lab" on the board silently.)

Jeff:         Hey Jenny, did you know there's like a funky, fungus dilating on your face?

Jenny      What! What are you talking about?

Teacher:   (having overheard) What seems to be the problem, Jeff?

Jeff:         Well, there seems to be some type of derrnatological malformation growing on Jenny's nose, 
sir. By it's size, structure, and mucus excretion, I would tend to classify it as some type of 
fungal colony.

Jenny:      Shut up, dork! It's a zit.

(Teacher approaches Jenny looking as if he or she is going to give her sYmpalhy. )

Teacher:   (awed) Actually Jeff, it's viral, but I could see how you could have thought it was a fungal 
colony based on it's boil-like appearance, and pus-like excretions. The ring around the 
carbuncle, however, leads me to believe that it is a mutant form of ringworrn, but a second 
look makes me think...(rubs his chin thinking) Wow! Amazing! Class, gather around! This could 
be something you will never again see in your life.
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(Jenny is mortified throughout her "examination".)

(Planted people in the front row of the audience come up to gather around Jenny, saying "Wow! " 
"Cool! " etc.)

Teacher:      Jenny seems to have a massive infestation of warts with a bacterial inflammation. This 
disease can be incurable and infects the extremities, causing gross dermatological malfor-
mations. And it looks and smells bad, too! Students! Just look, don't touch - this is extremely
contagious.

(Jenny runs out of the room, mortified. As she is running she stops and reaches in discomfort to 
her shoe.)

Jenny:        What's in my shoe! How did sand get in here! (limps off).

Lights dim

Sketch #3: Friends

(Tim is sitting on his unmade bed with Smurf sheets.)

Tim: (to audience) My best friend is the most popular kid in school. Hence, that makes me the second 
most popular. The people I hang with are the "cool group". Why, I go to all the right parties with all 
the right people; I guess that makes me ALL RIGHT. In fact, I called some of them and they're on 
their way over now. One of them is Amy. Ohhhhh, she is so hot!

(Doorbell rings. Tim struts to the door and lets Jim and Amy inside.)

Tim:  Hey - what's up guys?

Jim:    Ah nothing, just hanging out.

Tim:    You guys gotta see this new poster I got out of 4 wheeler magazine. It' s awesome !

Jim:    Cool. Let's see it.

(All go to Tim's room.)

Jim:  Wow! That is a cool poster.

Amy:  (Notices Smurf sheets) This is your room!?

Tim:   Yeah

Amy:  Hah, you have Smurf sheets. You're a loser. Hey Jim, why did we come here to see this loser? 
Let's get out of here!
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Jim: Sorry Tim, we better go. Maybe we'll come back in 5 years. Maybe you'll have graduated to 
Scooby Doo by then.

Tim:     I swear they're my little brother's sheets. I don't know how they got on my bed. . .

(They exit, shaking their heads.)

Tim:    (Falls back in despair on his bed) My life is over! When this get around school I'll have no friends. 
(Notices something in his bed) What's this in my bed? Sand? How did that get here?

Lights dim.

Narrator:     Reads Matthew 7:24 - 27

"Anyone who hears my words and puts them into practice is like the wise man who built his house on
rock. When the rainy season set in, the torrents came and the winds blew and buffeted his house. It did
not collapse; it had been solidly set on rock. Anyone who hears my words but does not put them into
practice is like the foolish man who built his house on sandy ground. The rains fell, the torrents came, and
the winds blew and lashed against his house. It collapsed under all this and was completely ruined."

Student WStudent Witness Titness Talkalk (5 min.)

Ask a student to give a 5-minute witness talk based on the below outline.

Main Point: To illustrate how Jesus can become one's foundation for living through the life experience of 
a teenager.

Talk Outline: 
I. How  my life and identity were based on faulty foundations.

A. Describe the faulty foundation(s) of your life. (looks, achievement, friends, wealth, or 
romantic relationships)

B. Describe the ways they were inadequate or failed you.
II. The transition from the old foundation to the new.

A. Describe how you began to question your foundation.
B. Describe how Christ and his word became your foundation.

III. How Christ being my foundation has changed my life.
A. Describe how your view of yourself has changed.
B. Describe how your view of others has changed.

Theme Introduction Discussion Theme Introduction Discussion (10 min.)

Instruct the group to gather in their teams to discuss the following introduction questions.

1. What would you say is the moral of the story of the three little pigs? Is the story still relevant to us, 
today? Why or why not?

2. In what ways do you see the story of the three little pigs illustrated in teenage experience? How 
specifically do you see teens building lives like the first two pigs built their houses?
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3. What is a foundation? In what way do we as people have foundations in which we base our lives?

4. In most building structures, foundations tend to be somewhat hidden. Do you think this is also true 
in people's lives? How can we see, or know, what kind of foundation we have based our lives 
upon?

5. How would you describe the foundation of your own identity? What are some of the building blocks
that make up your foundation?

6. On a I to 10 scale (1- fragile and 10- invincible), how would you rate the foundation of your own life
and identity? Please explain your answer.

Keynote Presentation:Keynote Presentation: Built on the Rock      (15 min.)

Main Point: We can experience a solid and true foundation for living that can withstand the storms of life if
we learn to:
Recognize and resist faulty foundations
Obtain our true dignity and purpose from God
Care for others as fellow children of God
Keep our relationship with Jesus living and active

Presentation Outline

I. Introduction: 
While astronauts are in space they float about their space ship. They experience weightlessness 
and therefore need to strap themselves into place to ensure they don't drift away! Suction cups are
attached to their shoes to secure them to the floor. When they want to be released they simply 
twist their feet. Many gauges, dials, and instruments are on board a spacecraft, but astronauts are 
unable to push even a simple button unless they are tethered into place. Pressing upon a button 
without being fixed in place would actually propel an astronaut in the opposite direction. We, like 
astronauts in space, need to be fixed in place in order not to drift directionless in life. We need a 
foundation that roots us in truth. As Jesus so wisely warned, we need to build our lives upon 
"ROCK".

Synopsis Statement:  
The following talk will examine how we can experience a solid and true foundation for living that 
can withstand the storms of life if we learn to:

Recognize and resist faulty foundations
Obtain our true dignity and purpose from God
Care for others as fellow children of God
Keep our relationship with Jesus living and active

II. Recognize and resist faulty foundations for living.
A. Like building structures, people also have foundations upon which they build their lives.
B. Recognize the faulty foundations in which people base their lives.

1. Looks and body
2. Wealth and possessions
3. Friends
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4. Romantic relationships
5. Achievements

C. Resist the pull of basing our lives and identity upon the above foundations.
1. Resist seeing our worth in light of these foundations.
2. Resist seeing others' worth in light of these foundations.

III. Obtain our true dignity and purpose from God. 
A. The only lasting foundation for our identity and purpose comes from God. His words about 

who we are, are always true.
B. The scriptures say

1. God loves us for who we are. (John 3:16; Romans 5:8)
2. God has a plan for our lives. (John 10:10; Jeremiah 9:24)

IV. Care for others as fellow children of God.
A. As a child of God, we should treat others as our brothers and sisters. (There is no "only

child" in the family of God)
B. Recognize and treat others according to their true worth. (Jesus loved and valued them

so much that he died for them)

V. Keep our relationship with Jesus living and active.
A. Jesus said that it isn't enough to simply hear his words; we must actively live his words. 

(Matthew 7:24-27)
B. The truth about who we are in God's eyes has to be reinforced each day by building a    

daily and living relationship with Jesus. (John 15:1-8)
C. Our relationship with Christ is built by ongoing communication (thanksgiving, asking,

listening), sharing experiences (liturgy, sacraments, service), and telling others about  our 
relationship with Jesus.

VI. Closing

What are the building materials of your life? What's your foundation built upon? The popular culture
surrounding us offers us plenty of sand in which to build our lives. We are what we have. We are 
what we look like. The problem with sand, however, is that it can't hold a life in place when the 
wind picks up. Jesus, on the other hand, can firmly root our lives in the truth of his gospel. We are 
who Jesus says we are: Beautiful in his eyes; worth so much to God that he died for us; and 
created for a wonderful purpose. Jesus invites you to allow him to be the Rock of your life. He calls
you to Recognize and resist the faulty foundations of this world. He invites you to Obtain your true 
worth and dignity from God; He asks that you Care for those around you as fellow children of God; 
And, he challenges you to Keep your relationship with himself living and active in order to stand 
firm in the truth of God's love each and every day of your life.     



©  2000 Cultivation Ministries31

Closure

Prayer ServicePrayer Service (10 min)

Preparation: Find as many smooth, pocket-sized rocks (shale works well) as there are participants. Paint 
on each rock, "Jesus My Rock". Place all the rocks on a table in the center of the room.

Read:       Matthew 7:24-27

Reflection:  Allow for a short time for quiet reflection.

Invitation:  Invite each teen to come forward, one by one, to take a rock from the table as a prayer
inviting Jesus to be the rock and foundation of their lives. Consider playing some recorded 
or live music in the background as students come forward. (My Foundation, by Geoff 
Moore and the Distance, from the CD Foundations, Forefront Records, is an excellent 
choice).

Post Meeting Follow Up
Refreshments (15 mln.)

Young people will stick around after the program is completed if there is something to eat! Offer refresh-
ments to students. Use this time to further establish relationships with teens, find out what they thought of
the evening, and continue to share your faith interpersonally. Remember the best large group evangeliza-
tion does not solely stand upon its program, but is undergirded by a web of relationships that interperson-
ally reinforce the evangelistic message.
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